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The Chaney-Bowers house and Breathedsville
together are an example of a rural settlement
dating from the second half of the 19th century
which developed at the intersection of the B & O
Railroad and the VWilliamsport=-Boonsboro Road, Mary=-
land Route 68,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house 1s located at the settlement of Breathedsville where the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
cross Maryland Route 68, south of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland, "It is a one and

a half story, painted brick building resting on low concrete sheathed foundations, A gable
roofed wall dormer is centered at the front elevation. The roof is sheathed with old wooden
shingles.

The front of the house appears to be arranged symmetrically with six over six windows having
narrowy transoms. The main entrance is centered in the front elevation, The door 1s treated
simply and does not include a transom. A one story porch with a low hipped roof shelters

the three central bays., Another porch and a one story shed roofed frame addition are attached
to the rear elevation. Double brick chimneys with corbeling at their tops are located inside
the end walls,

The house appears to be in excellent condition,

The village of Breathedsville where this house is located developed along the B & O Railro=A
tracks and is centered around a grain and feed mill, A few late 19th or early 20th centwu;
houses are located nearby., The oldest structure in the group would appear to be ‘the house
discussed above. Apparently all of this land at one time belonged to the Chaney family,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chaney~Bowers house and Breathedsville together are an example of a rural settlement
dating from the second half of the 19th century which developed at the intersection of the B &
0 Railroad and the Williamsport=Boonsboro Road, Maryland Route 68, Many feed mills like this
one seen here were built along the county's railroad's. The apparently oldest house in the
group is the Chaney-Bowers house which probably dates from the third quarter of the 19th cen-
tury. Presumably it was built by Dr, Joseph Pemn Chaney, whose family owned a large amount
of land in this area since the 18th century., According to Williams' History of “aghington

Cg v, Dr. Chaney returned to his home farm about 1851 after practicing in nearby Funkstown
for cwo years. An 1859 map of Washington County does not depict a dwelling at this location,

Architgcturally“the house reflects period building traditions.
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